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Go for the love.
Buyers who fall in love with a home offer more than buyers who sort of

like it. That's the whole strategy behind this checklist.

A clean home reads as a cared-for home, and a cared-for home earns

stronger offers and fewer inspection surprises. Work top to bottom, one

room at a time, and check things off as you go.

O N E  N O T E  B E F O R E  Y O U  S T A R T

Smell matters as much as shine. Air the house out, deal with pet

odors at the source, and skip the heavy candles. Neutral wins.

If the list feels overwhelming, call us. We'll walk through with you and tell

you what's worth doing first.

W H AT ' S  I N S I D E

01 / n<kn̄ PI kI

02 0<l [ l ¯Ǹ k̄ I t I kw̄ k̀ ` ]

03 � QnEPI ^

04 
 <nPk̀ ` ] l

05 
 Q̂ Q̂ O¶̄\Qt Q̂ O¯<kI <l ¯Ý¯̀ N{ EI

06 
 I Gk̀ ` ] l ¶̄\<o^ Gkw̄Ý¯D<l I ] I ^ n

07 � <k<OI ¯Ý Ī vnI kQ̀ k

08 7 PI ^ ¯ẁ oÕkI ¯kI <Gw
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0<l [ l ¯Ǹ k̄ � t I kw̄ . ` ` ]
/ n<kn̄PQOP¯<^ G¯u ` k[ ¯G` u ^ ¶̄l ` ¯Go l n̄ \<^ Gl ¯̀ ^ |̄ ` ` kl ¯ẁ o ¯P<t I ^ Ûn̄E\I <^ I G¯wI nµ

F R O M  T O P  T O  B O T T O M


 o l n̄EI Q\Q̂ O¯È k̂ I kl ¯<^ G¯Ek̀ u ^ ]̄ ` \GQ̂ O


 o l n̄EI Q\Q̂ O¯N<^ l


 o l n̄nPI ¯nkQ] ¯<k̀ o^ G¯u Q̂ G` u l ¯<^ G¯G` ` kl

7 <l P¯u <\\l ¯ÊwI l ¶̄u <\\l ¯OI n̄GQknwË

6<Eoo] ¯̀ k̄ u <l P¯u Q̂ G` u l̄ EkI I ^ l

� \I <^ ¯u Q̂ G` u l

7 QhI ¯̀ k̄ u <l P¯u Q̂ G` u ¯D\Q̂ Gl

6<Eoo] ¯̀ k̄ u <l P¯Eokn<Q̂ l


 o l n̄D` ` [ E<l I l ¯<^ G¯DoQ\nÆQ̂ l


 o l n̄nPI {̄ kI h \<EI ]̄ <^ nI \

7 QhI ¯nPI ¯O\<l l {̄ kI h \<EI ¯u Q̂ G` u

� \I <^ \̄QOPn̄ { vnokI l ¶̄\<] h l ¯<^ G \̄<] h l P<GI l

. I h \<EI ¯Do k̂ I G¯̀ o n̄ \QOPn̄Do\Dl

7 QhI ¯G` ` kl ¯<^ G¯E\I <^ l̄ EoNN̄] <k[ l

� \I <^ ¯<Qk̄ t I ^ nl


 o l n̄ ] Qkk̀ kl ¶̄hQEnokI ¯Nk<] I l ¯<^ G¯u <\\
P<^ OQ̂ Ol

7 QhI \̄QOPn̄ l u QnEP¯h \<nI l

0` oEP¯oh¯h<Q̂ n

F U R N I T U R E  S TAY I N G  D U R I N G  S H OW I N G S

� \I <^ ¯<^ w̄ l n<Q̂ l

� ` ^ GQnQ̀^ \̄I <nPI k̄ No k̂ QnokI

+ ` \Ql P¯u ` ` G¯Nok̂ QnokI

6<Eoo] ¯ohP` \l nI kw¶̄Q̂ E\oGQ̂ O¯o^ GI k̄ nPI
Eo l PQ̀^ l

7 QhI ¯G` u ^ ¯nPI ¯No k̂ QnokI ¯D<l I

D E E P  C L E A N  F L O O R I N G

/ u I I h ¯<^ G ]̄ ` h ¯P<kGu ` ` G¯Êo l I ¯nPI
] <^ oN<EnokI kÛl ¯kI È ] ] I ^ GI G¯h k̀ GoEnl Ë

/ u I I h ¶̄] ` h ¯̀ k̄ l nI <] ¯nQ\I ¯<^ G \̄Q̂ ` \I o ]

6<Eoo] ¯<^ G l̄ nI <] ¯E\I <^ ¯E<kh I n


 o l n̄D<l I D` <kGl ¯<^ G¯E\I <^ l̄ EoNN̄] <k[ l

A R E A  R U G S

+o\\¯oh ¯<kI <¯koOl ¯<^ G¯E\I <^ ¯o^ GI k̂ I <nP

6<Eoo]

. I ] ` t I ¯<^ w̄ l n<Q̂ l

W H I L E  YO U ' R E  AT  I T

� P<^ OI ¯nPI ¯No k̂ <EI {̄ \nI k

. I h \<EI ¯D<nnI kQI l ¯Q̂ l̄ ] ` [ I ¯GI nI Eǹ kl

. I h \<EI ¯D<nnI kQI l ¯Q̂ ¯E<kD` ^ ]̄ ` ^ ` vQGI
GI nI Eǹ kl
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� QnEPI ^

 owI kl ¯̀ h I ^ Ī t I kwnPQ̂ Oµ̄0PI ¯̀ t I ^ ¶̄nPI ¯NkQGOI ¶̄nPI ¯E<DQ̂ I nl µ̄� \I <^ \̄Q[ I ¯nPI wÛkI ¯O` Q̂ O¯ǹ

\` ` [ ¶̄DI E<o l I ¯nPI wū Q\\µ

S U R FA C E S  &  A P P L I A N C E S


 I E\onnI k̄ <^ G¯kI ] ` t I ¯<^ wnPQ̂ O¯nP<n
G` I l ^ Ûn̄DI \` ^ O

� \I <k̄ nPI ¯È o^ nI kl

� \I <k̄ <^ G¯Gol n̄nPI ¯ǹ h ¯̀ N̄nPI ¯kI NkQOI k<ǹ k

� \I <^ ¯nPI ]̄ QEk̀ u <t I ¯Q̂ l QGI ¯<^ G¯̀ on

7 QhI ¯nPI ¯GQl Pu <l PI k̄ G` ` k

� \I <^ ¯nPI ¯̀ t I ^

� \I <^ ¯nPI l̄ ǹ t I ǹ h ¯<^ G¯Dok̂ I kl

� \I <^ ¯nPI ¯P` ` G t̄ I ^ n̄<^ G¯EP<^ OI ¯nPI {̄ \nI k̄ QN

^ I I GI G

. o^ ¯nPI ¯O<kD<OI ¯GQl h ` l <\¯o^ nQ\¯QnÛl Ī ] hnw


 I ` G` kQzI ¯nPI ¯O<kD<OI ¯GQl h ` l <\

I N S I D E  T H E  C A B I N E T S

� \I <^ ¯<^ G¯̀ kO<^ QzI ¯nPI ¯kI NkQOI k<ǹ k

� \I <^ ¯<^ G¯̀ kO<^ QzI ¯nPI ¯NkI I zI k

6<Eoo] ¯nPI ¯kI NkQOI k<ǹ k̄ È Q\l

� \I <^ ¯<^ G¯̀ kO<^ QzI ¯E<DQ̂ I nl ¯<^ G¯Gk<u I kl

# kO<^ QzI ¯nPI ¯h<^ nkw

� \I <^ ¯nPI ¯È NNI I ]̄ <[ I k̄ <^ G l̄ ] <\\
<hh \Q<^ EI l

� \I <^ ¯o^ GI k̄ nPI l̄ Q̂ [ ¯<^ G¯E\I <k̄ ` o n̄u P<n

ẁ o¯G` ^ Ûn̄^ I I G

7 QhI ¯E<DQ̂ I n̄G` ` kl ¶̄[ ^ ` Dl ¯<^ G¯ho\\l

7 QhI ¯nPI ¯D<E[ l h \<l P

7 QhI ¯nPI ¯nk<l P¯E<^
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 <nPk̀ ` ] l

 <nPk̀ ` ] l l̄ I \\¯̀ ^ ¯E\I <^ µ̄! ` nPQ̂ O Ī \l I ]̄ <nnI kl ¯o^ nQ\¯nP<nÛl ¯nko I µ

C L E A R  &  P O L I S H


 I E\onnI k̄ <^ G¯kI ] ` t I ¯<^ wnPQ̂ O¯nP<n

G` I l ^ Ûn̄DI \` ^ O

� \I <k̄ nPI ¯È o^ nI kl ¯<l ]̄ oEP¯<l ¯h ` l l QD\I

� \I <^ ¯nPI ]̄ Qkk̀ k

� \I <^ ¯<^ G¯̀ kO<^ QzI ¯nPI ]̄ I GQEQ̂ I ¯E<DQ̂ I n

� \I <^ ¯<^ G¯̀ kO<^ QzI ¯nPI \̄Q̂ I ^ ¯E\` l I n

� \I <^ ¯nPI l̄ P` u I k̄ Eokn<Q̂ ¯<^ G \̄Q̂ I k

� \I <^ ¯nPI l̄ P` u I k̄ G` ` k̄ Nk<] I

� \I <^ ¯nPI l̄ P` u I k̄ O\<l l

� \I <^ ¯nPI ¯h \<l nQE l̄ nkQh¯<n̄nPI ¯D` nǹ ] ¯̀ N̄nPI
l P` u I k̄ G` ` k

+` \Ql P¯nPI ¯N<oEI nl

S C R U B  &  F I N I S H

/ EkoD¯<^ G¯GQl Q̂ NI En̄nPI ¯ǹ Q\I n¶̄Q̂ E\oGQ̂ O¯nPI

D<l I ¶̄o^ GI k̄ nPI l̄ I <n̄<^ G¯<k̀ o^ G¯nPI ¯PQ̂ OI l

/ EkoD¯nPI ¯D<nPnoD¯<^ G l̄ P` u I k

/ EkoD¯nPI ¯u <\\l

7 <l P |̄ ` ` k̄ ] <nl

� <^ O¯E\I <^ ¯È ` kGQ̂ <nQ̂ O¯ǹ u I \l ¯Ǹ k
l P` u Q̂ Ol

7 <l P¯nPI ¯nk<l P¯E<^

7 QhI ¯E<DQ̂ I nl ¶̄[ ^ ` Dl ¶̄ho \\l ¶̄ǹ u I \¯k<E[ l

<^ G¯nPI ¯ǹ Q\I n̄h<h I k̄ P` \GI k


 o l n̄nPI Ī vP<o l n̄N<^

� \I <^ ¯nPI l̄ P` u I k̄ PI <G

. I ÆE<o\[ ¯<k̀ o^ G¯nPI ¯noD¯QN̄Qn̄^ I I Gl ¯Qn
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 Q̂ Q̂ O .̄ ` ` ]

 owI kl ¯O\<^ EI ¯<n̄nPI ¯GQ̂ Q̂ O¯k̀ ` ] ¯<^ G ]̄ ` t I ¯̀ ^ µ̄� \I <^ ¯<^ G l̄ Q] h \I ¯Ql ¯<\\¯Qn̄^ I I Gl µ


 I E\onnI k̄ <^ G¯kI ] ` t I ¯<^ wnPQ̂ O¯nP<n̄G`I l ^ Ûn̄DI \`^ O

� \I <^ ¯<^ G¯GI E\onnI k̄ DoQ\nÆQ̂ l ¯<^ G¯Nok̂ QnokI

� \I <^ ¯nPI ¯n<D\I ¯<^ G \̄I Ol µ̄�N̄nPI ¯ǹ h¯ Ql l̄ n<Q̂ I G¶̄l n<OI ¯Qn̄u QnP¯<¯n<D\I E\`n Pµ

� \I <^ ¯EP<Qkl ¯<^ G \̄I Ol ¶̄<^ G¯kI ] ` t I l̄ n<Q̂ l ¯Nk̀ ] ¯ohP`\ l nI kw

� Qt Q̂ O .̄ ` ` ] ¯Ý �̄ <] Q\w̄ � kI <l
0PQl ¯Ql ¯u PI kI ¯DowI kl ¯hQEnokI ¯nPI Qk̄ I t I ^ Q̂ Ol µ̄� \I <k̄ nPI ¯E\onnI k̄ <^ G \̄I n̄nPI ] µ


 I E\onnI k̄ <^ G¯kI ] ` t I ¯<^ wnPQ̂ O¯nP<n̄G`I l ^ Ûn̄DI \`^ O

# kO<^ QzI Ī \I Enk̀ ^ QEl ¶̄È k Gl ¯<^ G¯<EEI l l `k QI l


 o l n̄nPI ¯06 ¶̄O<] Q̂ O¯È ^ l `\ I l ¯<^ G¯̀ n PI k̄ I \I Enk̀ ^ QEl

� \I <^ ¯kI ] `n I l ¯<^ G¯È ^ nk̀ \ \I kl

# NNQEI /̄ h<EI

 owI kl l̄ P` o \G¯hQEnokI ¯nPI Qk̄ \QNI ¯PI kI ¶̄^ ` n̄ \I <k̂ ¯<D` o n̄ ẁ okl µ


 I E\onnI k̄ <^ G¯kI ] ` t I ¯<^ wnPQ̂ O¯nP<n̄G`I l ^ Ûn̄DI \`^ O

0<[ I ¯G` u ^ ¯GI OkI I l ¶̄<u <kGl ¯<^ G¯<^ wnPQ̂ O¯u QnP¯ẁ o k̄ ^ <] I ¯̀ ^ ¯Qnµ̄�n̄GI h I kl `^ <\QzI l
nPI l̄ h<EI ¯<^ G¯h k̀ n I Enl ¯ẁ o k̄ hkQt <Ew̄u PQ\I l̄ nk<^ OI kl ¯u <\[ ¯nPk̀ o OPµ

# kO<^ QzI ¯nPI ¯GI l [
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 I Gk̀ ` ] l
� ¯h<E[ I G¯E\` l I n̄ kI <Gl ¯<l ¯̂ ` n̄ I ^ ` oOP l̄ ǹ k<OI µ̄� <\N̄I ] hnw̄kI <Gl ¯<l ¯h \I ^ nw

` N̄k̀ ` ] µ


 I E\onnI k̄ <^ G¯kI ] ` t I ¯<^ wnPQ̂ O¯nP<n̄G`I l ^ Ûn̄DI \`^ O

+QE[ ¯oh¯ǹ wl ¯<^ G¯hon̄nPI ] ¯u PI kI ¯nPI w̄ \Qt I

+o n̄<u <w̄Ǹ\ GI G \̄<o^ Gkw


 I E\onnI k̄ <^ G¯̀ k O<^ QzI ¯E\`l I nl

� \I <^ ¯<^ G¯̀ k O<^ QzI ¯nPI ¯GkI l l I k

� \I <^ ¯<^ G¯̀ k O<^ QzI ¯̂ QOPnl n<^ Gl

� \I <^ ¯o^ GI k̄ nPI ¯DI G

 <[ I ¯nPI ¯DI G \̄Q[ I ¯<¯P`n I \¯u `o \G

� <o^ Gkw̄Ý¯1 nQ\Qnw
� ¯E\I <^ \̄<o^ Gkw̄k̀ ` ] j̄ oQI n\w̄nI \\l ¯DowI kl
nPI ¯P` o l I ¯u <l ]̄ <Q̂ n<Q̂ I Gµ


 I E\onnI k̄ <^ G¯kI ] ` t I ¯<^ wnPQ̂ O¯nP<n̄G` I l ^ Ûn
DI \` ^ O

� \I <^ ¯<^ G¯̀ kO<^ QzI ¯E<DQ̂ I nl ¯<^ G l̄ PI \t Q̂ O

� \I <^ ¯nPI ¯GkwI k̄ t I ^ n

� \I <^ ¯Q̂ l QGI ¯nPI ¯u <l PQ̂ O ]̄ <EPQ̂ I

6<Eoo] ¯DI PQ̂ G¯<^ G¯o^ GI k̂ I <nP¯nPI ¯u <l PI k
<^ G¯GkwI k

7 QhI ¯G` u ^ ¯nPI ¯̀ onl QGI ¯̀ N̄D` nP ]̄ <EPQ̂ I l


 <l I ] I ^ n
�` u <¯DowI kl ¯PI <G l̄ nk<QOPn̄G` u ^ l n<Qkl µ̄
 kw
<^ G¯DkQOPn̄G` u ^ ¯PI kI ¯D<E[ l ¯oh Ī t I kwnPQ̂ O
nPI w̄ l <u ¯oh l n<Qkl µ


 I E\onnI k̄ <^ G¯kI ] ` t I ¯<^ wnPQ̂ O¯nP<n̄G` I l ^ Ûn

DI \` ^ O

/ u I I h ¯nPI |̄ ` ` k

. o^ ¯<¯GI Po] QGQ{ I k̄ <^ G¯GI <\¯u QnP¯<^ w̄] o l nw
l ] I \\¯<n̄nPI l̄ ` okEI

� \I <k̄ l h<EI ¯<k̀ o^ G¯nPI ¯Nok̂ <EI ¶̄u <nI k̄ PI <nI k
<^ G l̄ o ] h ¯ho ] h l̄ ` ¯DowI kl ¯<^ G¯Q̂ l h I Eǹ kl
E<^ l̄ I I ¯nPI ]

7 QhI ¯G` u ^ l̄ ǹ k<OI l̄ PI \t Q̂ O

� ^ ` E[ ¯G` u ^ ¯È Du I Dl ¯Q̂ ¯È k̂ I kl ¯<^ G¯<k̀ o^ G
u Q̂ G` u l

. I h \<EI ¯Do k̂ I G¯̀ o n̄Do\Dl l̄ ` ¯nPI l̄ h<EI
l P` u l ¯DkQOPn
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� <k<OI ¯Ý �̄ vnI kQ̀ k

 owI kl ¯GI EQGI ¯P` u ¯nPI wN̄I I \¯<D` o n̄ ẁ o k̄ P` o l I ¯DI Ǹ kI ¯nPI w̄kI <EP¯nPI ¯Nk̀ ^ n̄G` ` kµ

G A R A G E ,  D E C K  &  S I D I N G


 I E\onnI k̄ <^ G¯kI ] ` t I ¯<^ wnPQ̂ O¯Nk̀ ] ¯nPI
O<k<OI ¯<^ G¯w<kG¯nP<n̄G` I l ^ Ûn̄DI \` ^ O

# kO<^ QzI ¯O<k<OI l̄ PI \t I l ¯<^ G l̄ ǹ k<OI

/ u I I h ¯nPI ¯O<k<OI |̄ ` ` k

/ u I I h ¯nPI ¯GI E[ ¯<^ G¯h<nQ̀

+` u I k̄ u <l P¯̀ k̄ l hk<w̄E\I <^ ¯nPI ¯GI E[ ¯<^ G
h<nQ̀

/ n<Q̂ ¯nPI ¯GI E[ ¯̀ k̄ ǹ oEP¯oh¯h<Q̂ n̄QN̄Qn̄^ I I Gl ¯Qn

+` u I k̄ u <l P¯̀ k̄ l hk<w̄E\I <^ ¯nPI l̄ QGQ̂ O

0` oEP¯oh¯h<Q̂ n̄ ` ^ ¯u Q̂ G` u ¯nkQ] ¶̄G` ` kl ¯<^ G

l PonnI kl

0` oEP¯oh¯h<Q̂ n̄ ` ^ l̄ QGQ̂ O

+` u I k̄ u <l P¯̀ k̄ l hk<w̄E\I <^ ¯nPI ¯O<k<OI ¯G` ` k

� \I <^ Ī vnI kQ̀ k̄ G` ` k̄ Nk<] I l

� \I <^ ¯nPI ¯Nk̀ ^ n̄ I ^ nkw

7 QhI ¯<u <w̄È Du I Dl

C U R B  A P P E A L  &  R E PA I R S

� \I <^ ¯̀ k̄ kI h \<EI ¯nPI Ī ^ nkw̄ ] <n

� \I <^ ¯<^ G¯kI h<Qk̄ OonnI kl

. I h<Qk̄ Dk̀ [ I ^ ¯DkQE[ l ¶̄u ` ` G¯̀ k̄ l ǹ ^ I

� \I <^ ¯̀ onG` ` k̄ \QOPn̄ { vnokI l

7 <l P¯nPI ¯u Q̂ G` u l

� \I <^ ¯h<nQ̀ ¯Nok̂ QnokI

0kQ] ¯nkI I l ¶̄Do l PI l ¯<^ G l̄ PkoDl

� PI E[ ¯<^ G¯kI h<Qk̄ l hkQ̂ [ \I kl

�^ l h I En̄ k̀ ` N̄l PQ̂ O\I l

� kI l PI ^ ¯oh ]̄ o \EP

+o\\¯u I I Gl ¯<^ G¯kI ] ` t I ¯GI <G¯h \<^ nl

+ \<^ n̄ \` u ]̄ <Q̂ nI ^ <^ EI |̄ ` u I kl ¯Ǹ k̄ EokD
<hhI <\
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/ ` ] I ¯P` ] I l ¯̂ I I G¯nPI
No\\ \̄Ql nµ̄ ` l n̄G` ^ Ûnµ
7 PI ^ ¯u I \̄Ql n̄ ẁ o k̄ P`] I ¶̄u I ¯u <\[ Ī t I kw̄ k̀ `] ¯u QnP¯ẁ o ¯<^ G¯nI \\¯ẁ o

u P<nÛl ¯u `k nP¯ẁ o k̄ nQ] I ¯<^ G¯u P<n̄ ǹ ¯ l [ Qh¶̄DI E<o l I ¯nu `¯ u I I [ I ^ Gl ¯̀ N

nPI ¯kQOPn̄u `k [ ¯DI <nl ¯nu `¯ ] `^ nPl ¯̀ N Ī t I kwnPQ̂ Oµ

7 PI ^¯ ẁ oÛkI ¯kI <Gw¶̄u I ÛkI ¯PI kI µ

� I <nPI k¯7 kQOPn̄ Ý �̄ l l ` EQ<nI l
RE/MAX CONCEPTS · DES MOINES, IOWA

CALL  OR TEXT

…•…µ…€…µ•ˆ• ˆ

EMAIL

PI\ \` Ü] wu kQOPnP` o l IµE` ]

ONLINE

 w7 kQOPn� ` o l IµE` ]

�N̄ẁ o k̄ P` ] I ¯Ql ¯EokkI ^ n\w̄ \Ql nI G¯u QnP¯<^ ` nPI k̄ Dk̀ [ I k<OI ¶̄nPQl ¯Ql ¯̂ ` n̄< l̄ ` \QEQn<nQ̀^ µ̄� <EP¯̀ N{ EI
Q̂ GI h I ^ GI ^ n\w̄` u ^ I G¯<^ G¯̀ h I k<nI Gµ̄� j o<\ �̄ ` o l Q̂ O¯# hh` kno^ Qnwµ € ˆ


